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Rabbi skips town after charges laid for
multiple sex offences: Winnipeg police
CBC INVESTIGATES

A warrant for Rabbi Yacov Simmonds's arrest was issued in October
By Kristin Annable, CBC News
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Rabbi Yacov Simmonds, 42, was terminated from his position as the director of development at Chabad-Lubavitch of Winnipeg,
the local branch of a larger Orthodox Jewish movement. (Tanner Grywinski/CBC)
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A rabbi well known in Winnipeg's Jewish community has been on the lam
since October after being charged with sexual assault, sexual interference
and invitation to sexual touching, CBC News has learned.
Police believe that Rabbi Yacov Simmonds, 42, has been hiding out
somewhere in the United States after a warrant was issued for his arrest
on three counts of sexual assault, three counts of sexual interference and
two counts of invitation to sexual touching.
"We believe this individual
has fled to the United
States. Yacov Simmonds is
aware of the warrant and
we feel he is actively
evading police," Winnipeg
police spokesman Const.
Jay Murray told CBC News.

'We believe this individual
has fled to the United States.
Yacov Simmonds is aware of
the warrant and we feel he is
actively evading police.'
- Winnipeg police spokesman Const. Jay Murray
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"We have spoken to this
individual … and for that reason, we know this individual is aware there is
a warrant."
Simmonds had been terminated the previous year as the director of
development at Chabad-Lubavitch of Winnipeg — the local branch of a
larger Orthodox Jewish movement — when police first began their
investigation in May of 2017.

Kristin Annable
Reporter
Kristin Annable is a
member of CBC's
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It is still an ongoing, active investigation so police could offer few details
on the matter. They could not comment on what efforts have been made
to locate Simmonds, whether police had made contact with authorities in
the United States, or further details on the alleged victims.
Sexual interference involves touching a part of the body of any child under
the age of 16.
CBC could not reach Simmonds for comment. None of these allegations
have been proven in court.
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Police say it is possible that by the time they concluded the investigation
in October 2017, which was led by the child abuse unit, Simmonds had
already fled the country.
"It is very possible that this individual got wind of the investigation, then
fled and then the warrant was issued," Murray said.
The charges relate to incidents that occurred before Simmonds began
working for the Chabad-Lubavitch organization around 2000, the
organization's board of directors said in a prepared statement.
He primarily acted as a fundraiser for the organization and movement.
The allegations were first brought to the organization's attention in
January 2016, prior to the police investigation, "after which the centre
concluded an agreement to terminate Rabbi Simmonds' employment," the
organization wrote in the prepared statement.
"As the matter is now before the courts and out of respect for the families
involved, we have no further comment to make at this time."

Termination announced in 2016

Ride-hailing service
TappCar says it's
coming to Winnipeg in
March
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A Winnipeg school bus
driver says he's fed up
with motorists who don't
respect the rules of the
road around his bus and
he's urging drivers to pay
more attention. On
Thursday, he counted no
less than 11 cars that
drove past his bus without
stopping, despite the fact
his lights were on and the
bus's stop sign was
deployed.
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A small ride-hailing
company about to launch
its service in Winnipeg
says it has no problem
operating under provincial
insurance rules.
Edmonton-based
TappCar officially
announced their intention
to begin operating in the
city on March 2.

Simmonds was terminated and his departure was officially announced
in August 2016.
"Rabbi Yacov Simmonds is currently embarking on a career change; by
mutual agreement he is no longer part of the rabbinical staff or
administration of Chabad-Lubavitch of Winnipeg," the centre announced
on its website in August 2016.
"Chabad-Lubavitch expresses sincere gratitude to Rabbi Yacov
Simmonds for his years of devoted work and tremendous
accomplishments for Chabad and for Winnipeg's Jewish Community. We
wish him success in his future endeavors."
Chabad-Lubavitch is a sect of the Hasidic movement, one of the largest
Orthodox Jewish movements in the world. The Winnipeg centre opened
its doors in 1972. It offers summer and winter camps for youth, operates
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the Jewish Learning Centre on Mathers Avenue and offers a range of
other services.

■

Olympic wake-up call: Highs and lows for Canada on
Day 12

Most Viewed
Report Typo or Error Send Feedback

■

2 killed in Grand Rapids, Man., trailer fire hours after
protest demanded better living conditions

■

Vince Li, man who beheaded passenger on
Greyhound bus, given absolute discharge

■

Winnipeg mall cleaner in viral video sings 'for the joy
of others'

■

What happened to Tina Fontaine? The case against
Raymond Cormier

■

Outbursts disrupt packed courtroom at Cormier trial as
Crown and defence wrap cases

■

'A tragic loss': Winnipeg says final goodbye to boy hit
by truck at crosswalk

■

Al Simmons' 'Magic Workshop' goes up in flames,
irreplaceable props burn

■

Rabbi skips town after charges laid for multiple sex
offences: Winnipeg police

■

Former Manitoba premier Greg Selinger announces
resignation from politics

Special Coverage
Former MLA dubbed
'Minister Tickles'
apologizes after 5 women
allege years of unwanted
touching
CBC INVESTIGATES

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API

At least 3 complaints about
Stan Struthers made to
Manitoba NDP between
2010 and 2015

PDFCROWD

'It is heartbreaking':
Violence at Winnipeg
nursing homes causes
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RCMP communications
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school' environment, low
morale: review

STRESSFUL WORK

Bullying, harassment,
morale issues may increase
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