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1. Pilgrimage to Historic Landmark in Ukraine
The early 90’s brought the fall of communism and
the refurbishing of Judaism’s iconic sites in
Eastern Ukraine. One of these is the small town
and resting place of Chabad’s founder, Rabbi
Mendel Levin | Wednesday, January 10
2. Book Review: Teaching The Teachers
If secular models of education have seen the
teacher move from being the sage on the stage to
the guide on the side to the peer in the rear, the
Jewish model is one in which our teachers remain
Chana Silberstein | Tuesday, January 9
3. A Compact Study Routine
On a recent flight somewhere over the Rocky
Mountains, Doug Revere pulled out his trusty
Chayenu, a weekly compilation of Torah lessons
and thoughts. When he noticed his acquaintance’s
Dvora Lakein | Thursday, January 4
4. It Takes A (Jewish) Village
In a place where the Chanukah aisle at Target is
tiny, like the kosher aisle in the local
supermarket, Jewish parenting means being
proactive. “Here in Portland, we constantly have

Rabbi Adam Stein engages commuter students at Stonybrook.
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When Dan Mendelson’s finance classes end for the day at Baruch College, he hops on a subway and
heads to his apartment. Hanging out after class with friends - a mainstay of campus life - is something
he has little time for as he juggles class work and his job.
Many students at commuter colleges have little time if any at all, for extracurricular clubs. In this
spare atmosphere there are no – or few – dorms, frat life consists of twice-weekly club hours.
Students are older, already working, and many have families of their own.
But Chabad representatives
at campus centers have
discovered innovative ways
to reach Jewish students at
commuter schools, and
involve them in Jewish life.

Rabbinical students in Nigeria created a makeshift
publishing house earlier this year, transporting
paper and printers across six cities in the western
African country. Often they flew from city to city.
Staff Writer | Monday, January 1

Chabad Lubavitch Worldwide
Find a Chabad Center:

Search by City, State or Zip Code

Print
Comment
RSS
Share

“In a commuter school, you
have to realize that every minimal contact you have
with people should be planned to have the most
impact possible,” said Pessi Stolik, co-director of
Chabad at Baruch College.
This Purim, for instance, packages she and Rabbi Levi Stolik will distribute to students are a Purimto-go. They’re stocked with holiday food, Purim information, and guides to the most convenient
megillah readings and celebrations close to Baruch. “We act as a liaison between students and the
Chabad centers close to their home,” Mrs. Stolik said.
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Chabad centers at commuter colleges offer students something that’s missing from their schooling – a
taste of classic college life. Several times a semester, Chabad representatives from commuter schools
arrange Shabbat getaways so their students can hang out with other Jewish students. Twenty students
from Baruch caravanned up to SUNY Stony Brook to spend Shabbat together.
“We do not have a dorm, the trip is the greatest way to meet Jewish people,” said Mendelson, who
came to Baruch from Paraguay. “I live by myself in New York, and it is hard to keep Shabbat and cook
for myself. This Shabbaton is a great opportunity enjoy Shabbat.”
Up at Stony Brook, Chabad on campus has found a way to bring Shabbat to commuter school
students. Rabbi Adam Stein is fond of calling SUNY Stony Brook a “suitcase school.” Roughly twothirds of students live off campus. Half of those who live in apartments around SUNY go home for the
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weekend. Wherever they call home, students “crave a taste of college life, but everything basically
shuts down on Friday afternoon,” said Rabbi Stein.
When Rabbi Stein and his wife Esther Stein, who co-direct the Chabad student center, arrived at
Stony Brook several years ago, they tweaked their Friday night meal schedule to fit college nightlife.
Though they light candles before sunset, their meals begin at 9 p.m. and last until 1 a.m. Starting
late gives students a chance to unwind from their week, get ready for a night out in a warm Jewish
environment.
Adam Kent, a chemistry major who lives in Stony Brook, plans his Friday nights around Chabad’s
dinners. “It’s like going to a great meal with your friends, and we do Kiddush, sing and talk. It’s
Judaism without the pressure,” Kent said.
Taking the action to the students instead of hoping they’ll find time to locate Chabad on their own is
playing a growing role at Baruch College, too. During club hours twice a week, Chabad hosts a Baruch
College Torah Center in a conference room in the central building on campus. Chabad rabbis in training
on their lunch break from a post-graduate yeshiva nearby study Torah one-on-one with students.
Nathan Lustgarten, 23, stows his finance books beneath the table, picks up a slab of sushi rolls –
provided by Chabad – and sits down to ask questions about Judaism he’s had on his mind. “I do not
have a religious background. It is amazing to be here and learn a little bit of Torah.” BCTC has given
Lustgarten some answers and has helped him score extra points on his papers for philosophy class.
More importantly, he said, it can get very lonely in a commuter school. “You don’t have people caring
for you.” At Chabad he’s found a warm welcome, a way to make friends. “With Chabad you make
friends stay with you beyond school. With Chabad, you have a lasting friendship that can go on and
on, maybe forever.”
Donate: Support the activities of Chabad-Lubavitch, click here to give a secure donation
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