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DeWitt chiropractor pleads guilty to 6 counts
of forcible touching
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DeWitt, NY -- The DeWitt man accused of inappropriately touching women at his
Chiropractic and massage business has pleaded guilty to six counts of forcible
touching.
Eli Guterman, 30, appeared Tuesday in DeWitt Town Court with his attorney Emil
Rossi in front of Judge David Gideon to accept a plea agreement.
Eli Guterman

As part of the agreement with the Onondaga District
Attorney's Office, Gutterman pleaded guilty to six
counts of forcible touching, a misdemeanor.
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He also agreed to immediately give up his licenses to practice chiropractics and
massage therapy in New York, and the right to ever reapply for licensing,
Assistant District Attorney Tony Germano said. He will likely be sentenced to six
years probation, Germano said.
"I think the agreement that was reached today was a good and fair outcome for
everybody," he said.
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There was some discussion among the lawyers and Gideon about whether
Guterman could reside in Michigan and still be on probation in New York, but that
issue was not resolved.
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Guterman -- who was a chiropractor and massage therapist at the Back N Touch
Center on East Genesee Street -- was arrested on Dec. 17, 2012 for
inappropriately touching a woman at his office, the Onondaga County Sheriff's
Office said. He was charged with three counts of forcible touching and one count
of third-degree sexual abuse.
Sheriff's detectives eventually took more than 20 calls and identified nine more
people who reported similar offenses. Allegations by five people had fallen
outside the statute of limitations, which meant Guterman was only charged in
connection with the remaining four people, the sheriff's office said.
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Then in January, Guterman was charged again: two counts of first-degree sexual
abuse and two counts of forcible touching. The new charges stemmed from
allegations of inappropriate contact that took place between September 2010
and May 2011 at Guterman's office.
All the previous charged were wrapped up in Tuesday's plea agreement,
Germano said.
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Rossi declined to comment after his client's court appearance.
Gutterman is scheduled to reappear in DeWitt Town Court on Sept. 3 for
sentencing.
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