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I know that you cannot live on hope alone, but without it, life is not worth living.... And you, and you, and you gotta give 'em hope. —Harvey Milk.
Inspired by Milk, I offer this website to anyone who feels alone, confused, unwanted and unaccepted.
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Sholom Eichler was arrested on
March 21st near Kfar Chabad for
sexually abusing me as a child. I
had already filed a civil lawsuit
against him in New York and he
ignored the lawsuit and fled to Israel
with his family. The result of that
lawsuit is still pending, I was
awarded a default judgment against
him and will hopefully know the
amount of that judgment by this
coming Monday, March 25th.
As I’ve written previously on my Facebook page and have told many people as well, the
last place that Sholom Eichler molested me was when our families were visiting Israel
together on a family trip while we were staying at the [then Hilton] David Citadel hotel. The
details of that incident, along with many of the other incidents remain clear as day in my
mind; I even remember the room number that he abused me in while we were in
Jerusalem.
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After ignoring the civil lawsuit against him in New York Sholom Eichler and his family fled
to Israel because of the default judgment that I was granted against him. Unfortunately for
Eichler, the criminal statute of limitations are much broader and severe in Israel, and so I
spent the past few months researching my options before deciding to press criminal
charges against him. It pains me greatly to know that there are so many sex offenders out
there whose victims have the ability to bring them to justice but are too afraid to do so
because of community or family pressure, or because they don’t feel strong enough. For 7
seven years I was frightened by the prospect of forcing Sholom Eichler into a courtroom or
even confronting him, and it is thanks to the support of many great survivors, advocates,
friends and family who showed me that it’s possible to pursue justice despite the
staggering intimidation that many victims face once reporting their crime and/or going
public especially when coming from more religious communities.
The Israeli justice system operates quite differently than what I was familiar with in regards
to how sexual abuse cases are handled in the US. After I received confirmation on
http://protectjewishkids.com/wpcontent/uploads/2015/03/SholomEichleraccused.htm
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Thursday morning that Eichler was arrested, the police requested that I be on “standby” for
when they would call me. I thought they would ask me to ID Eichler or something, but what
came next was very unexpected. I was brought into a fairly small room with three police
interrogators, one of them a translator, and was directed to sit in a seat right across from
Sholom Eichler where he was sitting with shackles on his feet.
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The main interrogator read Eichler his right to remain silent and warned him that anything
he said would be used against him. I was still absorbing the fact that I was sitting right in
front of the monster who took so much away from me, the monster that caused so much
damage that no amount of therapy will ever undo, but within two minutes I was able to gain
my bearings. According to legal experts in Israel, this process is called “eimut”
(confrontation) and is used by interrogators to observe the body language between the
victim and the accused. I was instructed to look at Eichler and tell him what he did to me,
they were adamant that I describe every incident in detail and not hold back on anything. It
was at that moment that I looked at the monster in the eyes and told him exactly what he
did to me, where he did it and the painful and sensitive details of the times he abused me.
This “confrontation” was sort of like a court proceeding, after I gave my opening statement
Eichler was given a chance to respond to what I said, and without an ounce of shame or
remorse he attempted to deny everything that I claimed he had done to me. With every
word he spoke, with every lie he told I felt my blood boiling to the point where I thought I
was going to explode, but although he was lying, his body language was telling a very
different story. He was completely unhinged and was shaking non stop, he sounded like
he was on the brink of tears and his attempts to discredit what I was saying were clearly
not working. One of the things I confronted him about was about a meeting that he and I
had five years ago before he got married in which he apologized to me for what he had
done to me. I looked at him and said “how dare you sit right in front of me and call me a
liar? How do you live with yourself knowing what you did despite the fact that not only did
you apologize to me but also admitted your crimes against me to my older brother and my
mother as well?”. Eichler admitted to meeting me five years ago, (something he denied
until now) and said “I didn’t apologize for what I did to you, I apologized for how you were
feeling”.
I pressed further and recounted in vivid detail how Eichler used to wait on his parents’
porch that was just across the street of my school for when I would be walking home from
school so that he can lure me inside to commit those unspeakable acts. I also recounted
the times that he abused me in the synagogue that our families attended, in my parents’
house, upstate at the bungalow colony that our families both attended during the summer,
and of course, one of the most brutal incidents, the last time, in that hotel in Jerusalem on
the fifth floor. Eichler had the audacity to attempt and accuse my older brothers of actually
abusing me; and when asked by the interrogators why I would make such claims against
him he said that he was the “perfect target”. I responded to that by saying that if i was
looking for a “perfect target” I would have gone after one of his older brothers which would
have ensured that one of them would be sitting in American prison today because they
would’ve been well within the criminal statute of limitations within the American justice
system.
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Those twenty minutes felt like hours and most of the exact details are quite blurred in my
head at this point, but luckily it was all on the record and will surely be used to prove his
guilt in criminal court. What I remember was the feeling of empowerment I felt when I
looked at this evil excuse for a man in the eye and told him exactly what he had done to
me and the look on his face, the expression of guilt and shame, feelings that I felt for far
too long because of what he had done to me; the tables had finally turned and for the first
time in thirteen years Sholom Eichler finally had to answer for his heinous crimes. After
leaving that room, I felt nothing but strength and a certain of closure. As painful and
emotional as that confrontation was for me, it reminded me that pursuing justice is one of
the most important things that a person could do in his or her life.
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Eichler was released on bail the next day, the exact amount is still unknown to me but I
hope to find out soon, and it is my sincere hope that he will be prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law. I hope that others will learn by example that while at certain points the
prospect of facing their abuser might seem impossible but the truth is that with the right
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amount of support, therapy, and healing facing one’s abuser IS possible and the power
that abusers enjoy over their victims (the way Eichler had power over me) diminish over
time.
Aside from knowing that it was my obligation to make sure that Eichler answer for his
crimes and that I exercise every single legal option that was available to me in order to do
so, I hope that by pressing criminal and civil charges against my abuser a better precedent
will be set in the future for those struggling with the decision of if and how they should take
action against those who stole part of their innocence, part of their soul. I know that by
being so public about my past and about what was done to me is giving a voice to so
many who feel like theirs was taken from them, something I once felt all the time. I’ve been
publicly shamed on more than one occasion; anonymous emails and tweets from people
who don’t even have the courage to use their real names remind me the importance of this
journey and only empower me even more to pursue justice. Those voices of hate and
negativity fade and the voices of my family, friends and every single person who
supported me and encouraged me echo loudly for me and for the world to hear, to you all, I
am thankful, I wouldn’t be here without you.
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Sara March 24, 2013 at 1:22 AM
YOU are amazing and brave and truly do give hope to other survivors! I am so glad that you
are getting closure and healing! Stay strong and thanks for inspiring all of us!
Reply

miri March 24, 2013 at 1:43 AM
i think you should write this to the newspapers, the jewish ones like the yated and hamodea
so people can read it and know that such a thing will not be tolerated and one must do
everything he/she possibly can to get these monsters in jail. alot of people dont have
computers or facebook and wont see this, and IT IS IMPORTANT!!! it is a must and i
commend you for your strength and courage, you sound like an amazing person!!!
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Jennie March 24, 2013 at 1:48 AM
Inspirational, you are wonderful.
Reply
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Gavriela Rivka (a.k.a. Jennifer Ray) March 24, 2013 at 1:52 AM
Wow, Chaim... Is it odd for me to say that it's been an honor to walk alongside you so far
during all of this? I of course consider you family. You know that. You're my little brother now
:) At the same time... Complications with my own situation aside, I do hope that I can have a
similar victory over the scum who hurt me for so many years of my childhood, too. I'm not
sure that with my PTSD if I could withstand "eimut" like you did in one piece, but I sure
could see how empowering it would be!!
I am so, so proud of you  and in awe of you. THANK YOU. And may this rasha who has
made your life such a nightmare pay in every way possible for what he's done!!!
Reply
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kuchleffel March 24, 2013 at 2:58 AM
amazing story, amazing strength!
Reply
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Anonymous March 24, 2013 at 3:28 AM
bless you and am so glad you sought justice in this manner , there are so many who cannot
seek justice and these subjects need to be told in the public eyes so that justice can be
served to all who endure this, and education in jewish communities must happen also. bless
you for coming forward, you are brave! in shalom sophia
Reply

Anonymous March 24, 2013 at 5:00 AM
Mazl tov Chaim! A rare hero and an inspiration! It is a shame you went through THIS at the
hands of our cousin. A greater shame is that you're own family didn't do nothing and they
refuse to support you now. You are gentle and gracious. It is said that the apple does not fall
far from the tree but not you. You are a different from the others. Our biological families may
be a disgrace. Incest, adultery, broken families, forced to take sides, verbal and brutal
abuse, insanity, abandonment of children and brothers, lies, and misplaced guilt, all so long
as it looks good in public. Chillul haShem! You have managed to raise above, be gracious
and inspire us who knows the truth also everybody with miserable families. Kiddush
haShem! May your logical family be as amazing as you! Yasher koach!
Reply
Replies
Sara March 24, 2013 at 2:01 PM
"Logical Family"  I like that!

Anonymous March 25, 2013 at 10:29 AM
You show uncommon courage in defanging this monster and dragging his deeds
into the cold clear light of day. I hope this helps your healing.
Reply

Yehuda April 3, 2013 at 1:20 AM
Hashem Wants you to act! You are a Tzadik!
Reply

Anonymous June 27, 2013 at 7:26 AM
What you are doing is so so amazing! Do not ever let the hatred or negativity from others
stop you from all that you have accomplished in your life. You truly are an inspiration!
Reply

Anonymous June 29, 2013 at 10:43 PM
Was he an adult when he molested you? If yes, obviously it's a punishable crime, but if not,
from which age can he be held accountable?
Reply
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Feel free to post any comment or questions. Negative commentary that does not serve a useful
purpose will be deleted.
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